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The  Cedars, 
Bigby  Road, 
Brigg, 

Lincolnshire. 
August,  1972. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Isle  of  Axholme,  like  other  sparsely  populated  rural  areas, 
offers  a qualitjr  of  life  to  its  residents  which  cannot  be  achieved  in  more 
prosperous  but  densely  populated  areas.  Residents  in  village  communities 
small  enough  to  enable  them  to  know  the  majority  of  the  other  residents  are 
subject  to  fewer  and  smaller  stresses  than  the  inhabitants  of  cities.  The 
advantages  of  their  way  of  life  are  hard  to  measure,  but  no  less  real  for 
this.  They  more  than  compensate  for  the  fewer  and  less  readily  available 
services  and  amenities  which  can  bo  provided  in  such  areas.  Consequently 
the  Isle  enjoyed  in  1971  as  in  previous  years  a lower  death  rate  than  did 
the  nation  as  a whole. 

Precisely  why  small  rural  communities  are  healthier  and  happier 
places  to  live  in  and  have  lower  death  rates  than  the  cities  to  which  modern 
man  tends  to  drift  we  do  not  fully  understand.  Many  factors  may  be  involved. 

One  of  those  may  be  tho  ability  to  influence  events  inherent  in  a situation 
where  each  resident  is  acquainted  with  at  least  one  of  the  elected  representatives 
who  corporately  make  decisions  on  behalf  of  that  community.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  this  particular  advantage  is  likely  to  be  diluted  or  lost  in  tho  reorgani- 
sation of  Local  Government  in  1974. 

This  comment  is  not  made  in  any  way  as  a protest  against  a reorgani- 
sation which  can  yield  advantages  to  balance  its  drawbacks,  but  arises  from  an 
attempt  to  stand  back  and  look  at  our  district  in  comparison  with  other  human 
communities . We  live  in  a world  of  rapidly  increasing  human  population,  of 
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dwindling  resources,  increasing  pollution,  rapidly  accelerating  rates  of  techno- 
logical and  social  change  in  which  there  is  clear  evidence  of  increase  in  mob 
violence  by  groups  who  fool  unable  to  secure  what  they  consider  to  be  their  share 
of  resources  or  their  individual  "rights".  Whether  it  takes  the  form  of  urban 
guerrilla  warfare  in  Ulster,  physical  violence  by  strike  pickets  in  England, 
race  riots  in  cities  of  the  U.S.A.  or  violence  between  groups  of  flemish  and 
groups  of  french  speaking  Belgians,  the  basic  causes  are  probably  the  samo. 

Groups  of  people  with  a grievance  they  cannot  get  aired  to  their  satisfaction 
finally  become  sufficiently  frustrated  to  use  force.  This  only  occurs  in  large 
populations  and  may  perhaps  be  a natural  reaction  of  man  to  overcrowding  stress. 
Men  in  nobs  are  capable  of  crudities  to  other  human  beings  (whom  they  do  not 
know)  which  as  individuals  they  would  not  dream  of  inflicting  on  any  of  their 
acquaintances . 

Organisation  of  society  into  small  communities  such  as  those  of  our 
villages  where  everyone  knows  everyone  else  may  well  bo  the  best  solution  to  this 
problem,  and  those  of  use  who  have  the  good  fortune  to  live  in  such  communities 
are  fortunate  indeed.  Most  of  mankind  is  obliged  to  live  in  cities  where  there 
is  employment  in  manufacture  or  service  industry.  Of  course  all  is  not  peace 
and  joy  in  the  countryside.  Disputes  botween  landlord  and  tenant,  employer  and 
employee,  between  neighbours  or  between  father  and  son  occur  everywhere,  but  thoy 
involve  personalities  known  to  each  other  and  consequently  lack  tho  viciousness 
of  disputes  between  groups  despite  their  degree  of  rancour.  As  usual  your  health 
department  became  involved  in  such  disputes  when  these  involved  failure  by  land- 
lords to  undertake  repairs  or  requests  for  rehousing  on  various  pretexts. 

Personal  acquaintanceship  involves  a degree  of  understanding  of  a 
neighbour's  problems  which  not  only  tempers  any  dispute  and  increases  tolerance 
for  his  idiosyncrasies  but  also  results  in  willingness  to  help  him  in  time  of 
trouble.  It  is  less  common  for  an  old  lady  in  difficulties  to  bo  undiscovered 
until  after  death  in  a rural  than  in  an  urban  community,  and  loss  demand  is  made 
on  the  social  services  in  villages  than  in  towns. 

Country  life,  however,  presents  its  own  problems.  Remoteness  from 
services  and  amenities  such  as  hospitals  and  tho  more  specialised  shops  is  an 
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obvious  one.  The  inadequacy  and  in  sono  cases  tho  absence  of  public  transport 
facilities  is  another.  Poor  housing  is  as  prevalent  in  tho  country  as  it  is  in 
tho  town.  Rural  slums  nay  lack  the  depressing  uniformity  and  gross  congestion 
of  urban  slums,  but  they  often  suffer  more  from  dampness  and  frequently  lack  the 
water  closets  which  even  the  poorest  urban  houses  have.  Our  steady  progross 
with  slum  clearance  and  tho  replacement  of  unfit  houses  by  now  council  houses 
was  maintained  and  there  was  a welcono  increase  in  the  rate  of  improvement  of 
substandard  houses  by  moans  of  both  standard  and  discretionary  improvement  grants 
during  tho  year.  There  are,  however,  too  many  houses  subject  to  demolition  orders 
but  still  occupied. 

Another  of  tho  disadvantages  of  rural  life  is  the  prevalence  of  offensive 
smells,  for  which  the  public's  tolerance  is  diminishing.  There  are  a number  of 
reasons  for  this.  In  part  it  may  bo  due  to  the  propaganda  of  the  pharmaceutical 
cosmetics  industry.  By  means  of  advertisement  on  commercial  television  they  have 
gradually  indoctrinated  tho  public  into  accepting  tho  thesis  that  there  is  some- 
thing noxious  about  smells  of  animal  origin.  Tho  smell  of  honest  sweat  is 
roforred  to  with  disgust  as  "B.O."  by  anti-porspirant  manufacturers  anxious  to 
sell  more  of  their  wares  and  increase  their  profits.  To  bo  acceptable  to-day 
everything  must  smell  of  flowers!  However,  there  are  other  more  fundamental 
reasons  for  the  change. 

We  have  all  had  at  some  tine  the  experience  of  loaving  a room  briefly 
and  on  returning  noticed  a strong  smell  which  had  not  been  apparent  before.  This 
phenomenon  of  slowly  getting  so  acclimatised  to  a particular  stimulus  that  one 
fails  to  notice  it  is  voiy  useful.  Without  such  a mechanism  those  of  us  whose 
work  involves  exposure  to  unpleasant  smells  or  high  levels  of  noise  would  find 
our  woilcing  conditions  intolerable.  It  has,  however,  some  loss  fortunate 
consequences.  One  of  those  is  the  reduced  tolerance  of  tho  public  for  some 
common  agricultural  smells. 

Forty  years  ago,  when  our  milk  was  delivered  from  a horse-drawn  milk: 
float,  and  tho  horse-drawn  grocery  van3,  groongrocors  carts  and  browors  drays 
were  as  common  in  towns  as  tho  faxraors  horse  and  cart,  harrow,  plough  or  reaper- 
binder  was  in  tho  country  lane  our  roads  used  to  be  liberally  blotched  with 
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khaki  patchos  of  flattened  and  dried  horse  dung  whoso  arona  was  so  all  pervasive 
that  it  was  not  noticed  by  townsman  or  villager.  Except  in  hilly  areas  and  moor- 
land sheep  country,  every  fam  was  "mixed"  because  the  horses  needed  for  pulling 
the  plough  required  pasture  and  winter  feed  and  the  dung  from  livestock  was 
required  as  fertiliser  for  the  cultivation  of  arable  land.  To-day  all  this  has 
changed.  Farmers  tend  increasingly  to  specialise.  Many  arable  farmers  use 
odourless  inorganic  fertiliser.  All  use  tractors  and  combine  harvesters  and  many 
keep  no  livestock.  Thoso  farmers  who  keep  livestock  do  so  intensively.  Thus 
the  general,  and  consequently  unnoticed  aroma  of  faeces  has  given  way  to  localised 
zones  of  offensive  smell  at  points  whore  the  intensive  pig-keeper  is  "loading" 
his  manure  or  slurry,  surrounded  by  a countryside  generally  devoid  of  faecal 
smells.  Hoalth  departments  of  rural  districts  are  bombarded  with  complaints, 
many  of  which  are  fully  justified,  oach  time  a local  farmer  moves  and  sproads 
his  "muck". 

Public  opinion  is  steadily  hardening  against  such  offensive  smells  and 
some  of  the  newer  methods  adopted  by  farmers  to  increase  productivity  with  a 
smaller  work  force  exacorbato  the  nuisance  to  levels  never  achievod  before.  Wot 
systems  for  disposal  of  poultry  droppings  in  intensive  units  for  example  cause 
extremely  objectionable  smells,  and  slurry  systems  for  other  livestock  commonly 
cause  extremely  objectionable  smells,  and  slurry  systems  for  other  livestock 
commonly  cause  groater  nuisance  than  do  dry  disposal  systems.  Nevertheless  there 
is  no  evidence  that  these  smells  arc  in  themselves  harmful  to  health  despite 
the  nausea  which  they  induce  in  a few  people  and  the  annoyance  which  they  cause 
to  many.  In  many  instances  the  public  health  inspectors  are  able  to  persuade 
f amors  to  take  reasonable  precautions  to  minimise  nuisance  - a function  which 
wo  might  call  (with  apologies  to  Mao  Tse  Tung)  Pig-Pong  Diplomacy!  Occasionally 
in  the  most  serious  cases  when  the  farmer  refuses  to  take  reasonable  steps  to 
minimise  nuisance  it  may  be  necessary  to  serve  formal  nuisance  abatement  notices 
.and  oven  to  prosecute  under  the  nuisances  section  of  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Although  the  smells  due  to  slurry  disposal  systems  have  not  boon  shown 
to  harm  hoalth  thoso  systems  are  not  as  safe  as  the  farmers  believe.  Recent 
surveys  have  shown  that  a high  proportion  of  pigs  and  poultry  in  this  country 
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arc  " carriers"  of  gems  of  the  Salmonella  group  which  arc  among  tho  major  cause 
of  food  poisoning.  In  pigs  tho  average  incidence  is  6 per  cent,  or  roughly  one 
pig  in  eighteen.  Thus  tho  slurry  from  a unit  with  5,000  or  10,000  pigs  is  almost 
certain  to  contain  such  gems  as  they  are  excreted  in  tho  faeces.  Experiments 
have  shown  that  even  after  three  months  storage  those  gems  are  still  present 
and  alive  in  manure  slurry.  It  has  been  shown  that  they  survive  for  seven  months 
in  soil  and  for  long  periods  on  pasture.  When  solid  manure  with  straw  is  spread 
and  ploughed  into  land  the  gems  are  loft  slowly  to  die  in  tho  soil.  They  are 
not  usually  found  on  crops  grown  subsequently.  When  sluriy  systems  are  used, 
however,  tho  infected  liquor  is  sprayed  onto  every  blade  of  grass.  Even  woeks 
later  if  cattle  are  grazed  on  such  a pasture  they  pick  up  infection.  As  cattle 
are  more  susceptible  to  tho  gems  than  pigs  serious  outbreaks,  with  tho  deaths 
of  many  cows  and  calves  have  resulted. 

In  order  to  minimise  running  costs  and  labour  requirements  famers  are 
increasingly  opting  for  high  pressure  atomising  spray  irrigation  systems  to 
distribute  their  slurry  on  land.  This  not  only  spreads  tho  infected  liquor 
over  their  own  land,  but  because  tho  smaller  droplets  take  a considerable  time 
to  settle,  and  may  bo  carried  a long  way  by  the  wind  before  they  do,  it  can 
contaminate  their  neighbours  crops  and  pasture.  A bettor  moans  of  spreading 
disease  would  be  difficult  to  devise.  It  can  directly  infoct  pasture  and  kill 
the  neighbours  calves.  It  can  infect  crops  grown  for  animal  feed.  It  could 
increase  the  "carrier"  rate  anong  loss  susceptible  animals,  so  increasing  the 
proportions  of  moat  and  poultry  which  are  contaminated.  It  nay  contaminate  crops 
such  as  strawborrios  which  are  eaten  by  man  without  further  preparation  and  if 
cream  has  been  put  on  thes^  some  tine  before  consumption,  as  nay  be  done  in  mass 
catering  arrangements,  sufficient  bacterial  growth  could  occur  in  tho  cruam  to 
cause  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning.  Finally,  at  tines  of  exceptionally  low 
humidity  when  evaporation  reduces  droplet  size  and  wind-borne  dissemination  is 
maximal  contamination  may  even  roach  houses.  Environmental  contamination  night 
then  become  so  widespread  as  to  make  contamination  of  hands  and  transfer  to  foods 
which  support  bacterial  growth  inevitable.  Fortune.toly  nan  is  seldom  made  ill  by 
small  doses  of  salmonella,  and  it  is  only  when  a moist  food  becomes  contaminated 
and  is  kept  for  a fc w hours  at  room  temperature  before  being  oaten  that  risk  of 
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severe  illness  or  death  becomes  serious.  As  the  proportion  of  animals  infected 
rises  (as  it  will  if  this  system  of  manure  disposal  becomes  widespread)  more  of 
our  meat  will  bo  contaminated.  The  draining  boards,  working  surfaces  and  kitchen 
utensils  in  the  average  hone  will  more  often  be  contaminated  from  neat,  and  the 
risk  of  contamination  of  other  foods  either  from  direct  contact  with  kitchen 
utensils  or  by  the  housewife's  fingers  which  have  touched  then  will  increase. 

At  the  present  time  the  rules  applied  by  the  Ministiy  of  Agriculture 
in  respect  of  grant  aid  to  famers  give  a considerable  advantage  to  those  who  opt 
for  slurry  spray  systems.  Part  of  the  capital  cost  of  installing  them  is  refunded 
as  a grant,  but  ouch  financial  aid  is  not  given  in  respect  of  equipment  for  handling 
solid  manure.  As  a result  farmers  are  not  at  present  prepared  to  install  dry 
systems  in  now  units.  Thus  unless  and  until  this  policy  is  changod  farmers  will 
increasingly  adopt  wet  systems  and  an  increase  in  environmental  contamination 
seems  inevitable.  As  livestock  keeping  becomes  even  more  intensive,  however, 
the  risks  and  economic  consequences  of  infectious  disease  in  animals  will  increase. 
Sooner  or  later  the  economic  losses  from  deaths  of  livestock  from  salmonellosis 
will  cease  to  be  acceptable  and  our  votorinary  colleagues  will  doubtloss  draw 
attention  to  the  dangers  inherent  in  high  pressure  slurry  irrigation  and  prevail 
on  the  Ministry  to  change  the  rules  governing  grants  so  as  to  discourage  thi3 
dangerous  and  anti -social  practice.  If  they  could  also  persuade  ihe  Ministry  of 
the  need  for  regulations  requiring  the  heat  treatment  of  food-stuffs  of  animal 
origin,  especially  of  imported  bone  meal,  the  risks  of  salmonellosis  could  be 
greatly  reduced.  In  Denmark  whoro  such  regulations  are  enforced  the  incidence 
of  infection  in  pigs  is  less  than  half  of  that  prevailing  in  this  country  despite 
the  higher  concentration  of  pigs  reared  there. 

Other  problems  of  nuisanco  from  agriculture  continue  to  arise.  Nuisance 
and  complaints  about  smells  and  snail  flies  recur  regularly  each  tine  surplus  or 
rotting  potatoes  are  dumped  or  tipped  at  ill— chosen  sites.  Similar  problems  arise 
when  other  vegetable  wastes  are  stocked  at  unsuitable  places  for  use  as  animal 
food  or  disposed  of  onto  land  near  to  villages.  The  farmers,  howovor,  deserve 
some  sympathy.  If  he  has  to  choose  between  bankruptcy  and  causing  nuisanco  for 
a linitod  tine  he  will  choose  the  latter.  He  works  in  a highly  artificial  economy 
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of  subsidies  and  price  guarantees  and  his  behaviour  is  largely  detominod  by  rules 
devised  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  or  by  organisations  such  as  the  Potato 
Marketing  Board.  It  is  those  bodies  which  wo  must  influence  if  such  problems 
are  to  bo  solved. 

Nuisances  from  the  tipping  of  surplus  and  substandard  potatoes,  and 
the  disposal  on  land  of  sludge  and  wastes  from  a potato  processing  plant  have 
given  rise  to  complaint  during  the  year.  Despite  their  offensive  smells  and  the 
vast  numbers  of  flies  which  come  from  them  those  noxious  desposits  are  not  known 
to  cause  any  disease  in  nan.  Suspicion  has,  however,  recently  arisen  that  in 
sono  way  the  potato  or  the  potato  blight  fungus  may  be  related  to  the  malformation 
of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord  of  the  human  foetus.  Until  further  work  has  thrown 
more  light  on  tha  nature  and  causes  of  this  relationship  wo  mast  keep  an  open 
mind  on  this  subject,  but  it  is  on  the  eating  of  blighted  potato  or  of  tubers 
with  high  content  of  certain  alkaloids  which  determine  resistance  to  blight  that 
suspicion  falls.  Uo  have  no  evidence  to  suggest  that  the  agent  responsible  is 
fljr-bome,  or  that  the  small  flies  which  bro-d  on  these  potato  w<astes  convoy  any 
hazard  to  hoalth. 

Apart  from  the  occurrence  of  twenty  cases  of  measles,  which  could  and 
should  have  boon  prevented  had  full  advantage  boon  taken  of  vaccination  by  parents 
of  young  children,  1971  was  a satisfactory  year  in  regard  to  notifiable  communicablo 
disease.  The  one  case  of  suspected  food  poisoning  was  treated  in  hospital  for 
throo  weeks,  which  is  most  unusual.  No  organism  was  found  and  the  true  nature 

of  the  illness  romains  in  doubt.  Since  it  was  an  isolated  case  it  provides  no 

evidence  of  sale  of  contaminated  food.  Nevertheless,  although  many  food  shops 
have  excellent  standards  of  hygiene  there  arc  some  whoso  standards  are  poor,  and 
food-borne  disease  is  a hazard  to  their  customers.  It  is  hoped  that  more  attention 
may  be  given  to  enforcement  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  in  1972. 

Progress  was  maintained  during  the  year  with  the  Council's  sewerage 
programme.  Uorlc  was  carried  out  in  Epworth,  Owston  Ferry , Ucstwo  Usido , .'root 

and  Low  Burnhuim,  extensions  made  to  the  Haxey  sewage  works  and  a new  works 

constructed  at  Uroot . The  main  areas  requiring  attention  urgently  now  are 
Althorpo,  Garthorpe,  Sandtoft  and  Bolton. 
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I an  indebted  to  Mr.  Robinson  for  his  help  during  the  year,  for  the 
woric  which  ho  has  carried  out,  and  for  th^  details  in  the  latter  pages  of  this 
report. 


I an, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Mid-year  population 
Live  births 
Stillbirths 

Infant  deaths  under  4 weeks 
Total  deaths 


1969  1970  1971 

14,770  14,810  14,790 

243  234  231 

2 2 2 

3 3 3 

166  131  143 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 



TOTAL 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  births 

104 

111 

215 

7 

9 

16 

231 

Stillbirths 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Infant  ueaths  under  1 year 

1 

1 

2 

1 

- 

1 

3 

Infant  deaths  under  4 weeks 

1 

1 

2 

1 

- 

1 

3 

Infant  deaths  under  1 week 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

2 

Crude  Birth  Rate 
Corrected  Birth  Rate  * 

Stillbirth  Rate 
Infant  Mortality  Rate 
Legitimate  Infant  Mortality  Rate 
Illegitimate  Infant  Mortality  Kate 
Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 
Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 
Illegitimacy  Rate 
Crude  Death  Rate 
Corrected  Death  Rate  * 


1970 

1221 

England  & Wales 
1971 

15.8 

15.6 

16.0 

16.6 

16.4 

(16.0) 

8.0 

9.0 

12.0 

21 .0 

13.0 

18.0 

18.0 

9.0 

17.0 

71.0 

63.0 

24.0 

13.0 

13.0 

12.0 

13.0 

9.0 

10.0 

21.0 

17.0 

22.0 

6.0 

7.0 

8.0 

8.8 

9.7 

11  .6 

9.9 

10.9 

(11.6) 

* These  corrections  take  account  of  the  different  proportions  of  old 

and  young  people  in  the  area,  and  make  the  resulting  rate  comparable  with  that 
for  England  and 'Wales.  Thus,  a resort  to  which  old  people  retire  would  have  a 
high  crude  rate,  but  low  comparability  factor  would  correct  the  false  impression 
that  this  was  an  unhealthy  area.  The  comparability  factor  for  births  in  this 
district  is  1.05  and  for  deaths  1.12. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  the  District  during  the  year  1971 
(Registrar  General* s Figures) 


Causes  of  Death 

0- 

1- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

— 

65+ 

Tol 

M 

:al 

F 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity 

etc. 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

5 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm^  Lung,  Bronchus 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

4 

3 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Leukaemia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

- 

1 

- 

1 

3 

6 

5 

6 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Ffcrpertensive  Disease 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

- 

- 

- 

1 

10 

19 

16 

14 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

- 

2 

8 

7 

3 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

— 

- 

- 

1 

3 

22 

15 

11 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

8 

3 

6 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

3 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

‘ 2 

1 

1 

fftrperplasia  of  Prostate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

— 

Congenital  Anomalies 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

— 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Symptoms  & 111  Defined  Conditions 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

— 

2 

2 

/ll  Other  Accidents 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

1 

Suicide  & Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

— 

2 

— 

All  Other  External  Causes 

— 

*— 

1 

1 

TOTAL: 

3 

3 

2 

6 

32 

97 

80 

63 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  Doncaster  and  District  Water  Board.  The  supply  is 
taken  from  Hatfield  and  Finningley  boreholes. 

Reports  on  samples  of  water  taken  by  the  Doncaster  and  District  Water  Board 
Hatfield  Pumping  Station 


Appearance 

Taste 

Odour 

Colour  (Co/Pt) 

Turbidity  (Silica) 
pH  (Units) 

r> 

Electrical  Conductivity  (micro ohms/ cur  ) 

Clear  and  Bright 

Normal 

None 

C 1 
C 1 

7.9 

350 

Dissolved  Carbon  Dioxide 

(C02) 

2.1 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

(N) 

< 0.01 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

(N) 

< 0.01 

Nitrite 

(N) 

< 0.01 

Nitrate 

(N) 

6.0 

/ N 

Permanganate  Value  (4  hr 

(0) 

0.1 

Total  Hardness 

(CaCCU  ) 

180 

Calcium  Hardness 

(CaCCL) 

105- 

Sodium 

(Na) 

10.0 

Potassium 

(K) 

2.5 

Chloride 

(Cl) 

22 

Bicarbonate  Alkalinity 

(CaCOj) 

85 

Sulphate 

(so4) 

40. 

Ortho-phosphate 

(P) 

0.02 

Silica  (Molybdate  reactive) 

(SiOj 

9.0 

Fluoride 

(F) 

O.Ot 

Iron 

(Fe) 

< 0.01 

Manganese 

(Mn) 

0.01 

Copper 

(Cu) 

<r  0.01 

Lead 

(Fb) 

< 0.01 

Zinc 

(Zn) 

< 0.01 

' 


. 


r.:  (>  yjr;  d t.  qjye  ^ ' n : 


T.J  $4llr  .*0  '.Ttfi 


\ . 3 J 


■ " 

' ... 


. 

\:  0 1"  &V' 

■ ' 


' r • : , 


• : :))  '• ' 

. 

■ ■ Li  •. 

n. 

* * 

* ' 

• '•■  > V . -v  - 'i.'.'fO  ' 

. TiO1.  • .'  .'.t 

. . • ' • . ■ • r.  . 

G„0! 

(rtf) 

;•  *'>  o 

v 

<*) 

' - • 

• v ’ a M f 

0* 

•tt  oi  ©,v.  •- . -/0  . ) oi.CJ  ■ 

* V 

ro,o  - 

'vVO 

• - « w 

13 


Finnlngley  Pumping  Station 


Appearance 

Taste 

Odour 

Colour  (Co/Pt) 

Turbidity  (Silica) 
pH  (Units) 

O 

Electrical  Conductivity  (microohns/ cm  ) 

Clear  and  Bright 
Normal 
None 
1 
1 

7.9 

340. 

Dissolved  Carbon  Dioxide 

(C02) 

2.2 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

(N) 

0.03 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

(N) 

0.04 

Nitrite 

(N) 

<r  0.01 

Nitrate 

(N) 

2.5-' 

/ N \ 

Permanganate  Value  (4  hr  g^) 

(0) 

0.2 

Total  Hardness 

(CaCOj 

ISO 

Calcium  Hardness 

(CaCOj 

103 

Sodium 

(No) 

12.0 

Potassium 

(K) 

2.0 

Chloride 

(Cl) 

25 

Bicarbonate  Alkalinity 

(CaC0„) 

13S 

Sulphate 

(S04) 

22. 

Ortho-pho  sphate 

(p) 

< 0.01 

Silica  (Molybdate  reactive) 

C\i 

O 

•H 

CO 

8.0 

Fluoride 

(F) 

0.07 

Iron 

(Fe) 

0.10 

Manganese 

(Mn) 

0.03 

Copper 

(Cu) 

0.01 

Lead 

(Pb) 

c 0.01 

Zinc 

(Zn) 

^ 0.01 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water 


111  samples  of  water  from  Finningley  Boreholes  and  58  from 
Hatfield  Boreholes  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination, 
all  were  satisfactory. 

In  addition  22  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  service  storage. 
The  single  unsatisfactory  sample  was  due  to  slight  ingress  of  roof 
drainage  water.  The  fault  was  immediately  rectified, 

58  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  premises  in  various  parts 
of  the  district  of  which  56  were  satisfactory  and  2 unsatisfactory. 
Further  samples  taken  from  these  two  premises  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


The  above  details  regarding  bacteriological  examination,  and 
the  reports  on  chemical  analysis  of  water  were  provided  ty  the  Doncaster 
and  District  Joint  Water  Board. 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION 


The  Isle  of  Axholme  is  a strip  of  51,104  acres  of  land  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river  Trent,  extending  from  a point  just  south  of  the  confluence 
of  the  Ouse  and  Trent  to  the  Nottinghamshire  border.  It  lies  in  the  flood 
plain  of  the  river  and  much  of  the  land  is  reclaimed  marshland.  It  is  divided 
into  13  parishes.  Although  the  econony  of  the  area  is  based  predominantly 
on  agriculture  there  are  a number  of  snail  industries  in  the  district,  and  at 
Keadby  where  a large  pumping  station  lifts  water  draining  a large  part  of  the 
district  up  to  the  Trent  there  is  a Central  Electricity  Generating  Board  Power 
Station  and  a wharf  where  coasters  load  and  unload. 


The  main  villages  are  of  considerable  antiquity.  .They  were  built  on 
hummocks  of  higher  land  before  the  lower  parts  were  drained,  and  their 
distribution  was  therefore  determined  by  such  features. 

The  population  of  the  area  is  1 4 , 882  and  the  rateable  value  £458,288 
giving  a penny  rate  product  of  £4,320. 

Primary  medical  care  is  given  by  9 General  Medical  Practitioners  under 
contract  to  the  Lincolnshire  Executive  County  Council  in  Belton,  Crowle,  Epworth, 
Haxey  and  Keadby.  General  Hospital  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Sheffield 
Regional  Hospital  Board  at  Scunthorpe  and  at  Doncaster,  but  the  Psychiatric 
Hospital  beds  for  the  area  are  provided  near  Lincoln, 

Personal  Social  Services  provided  by  the  Social  Services  Department 
of  Lindsey  County  Council  are  administered  from  the  Gainsborough  Area  Office, 
but  a sub-office  is  provided  at  Epworth, 

Details  of  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  in  the  area  are  as  follows 


Place 

Belton  Methodist  School  Room 
Crowle  Youth  Centre 
Epworth  Chapel  Street 
Haxey  Memorial  Hall 
Keadby  Edinburgh  Road 


Day  of  Week 
2nd  & 4th  Monday 
1st  & 3rd  Wednesday 
2nd  & 4th  Wednesday 
2nd  & 4th  Thursday 
Every  Tuesday 


Time  of  Day 

Afternoons 

Afternoons 

Afternoons 

Mornings 

Afternoons 
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ANMJAL  REPORT  OF  THIS  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  1971 

HOUSING 

Total  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: 

By  the  local  authority  37 

Ety  other  local  authorities  None 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  76 

Number  allocated  for  replacing  houses  subject  to 

Demolition  Orders  or  otherwise  demolished  16 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year: 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  21 9 

Ifamber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  322 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  32 

Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year: 

(1)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  - 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  59 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  53 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(2)  Proceedings  under  the  Housing  Acts  - 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  3 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  unfit  houses  purchased  by  local 

authority  in  accordance  with  Housing  Acts  Nil 

Number  of  certificates  of  disrepair  issued  Nil 
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(3)  Slum  Clearance  - proceedings  under  the  Housing  Acts 
Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  19 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  1 5 

Number  of  dwelling-houses,  or  parts,  subject  to 

Closing  Orders  1 

Number  of  dwelling-houses,  or  parts,  rendered  fit  by- 
undertakings  3 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  in  confirmed 

Clearance  Orders  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

thereof  Nil 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  on  which  Demolition 

Orders  are  operative  and  to  which  are  still  occupied 

except  under  the  provisions  of  Section  34,  35  and  46 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  37 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  occupied  under  Sections 

34,  35  and  46  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  Nil 

Houses  demolished  or  closed  voluntarily  by  owners  which 

would  otherwise  have  been  the  subject  of  statutory 

action  to  secure  demolition  or  closure  2 

(4)  Nissen  huts  or  similar  hutments  - 

Number  still  occupied  Nil 

(5)  Estimated  number  of  dwellings  remaining  to  be  dealt 
with  under  - 

(a)  The  Housing  Act,  1957,  Sections  16  and  18  10 

(b)  The  Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  4 2 Nil 

Housing  Acts  - Overcrowding 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  2 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  15 

Number  jf  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  the  year  Nil 
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Housing  Act,  1969 

Number  of  dwellings  for  which  applications  for  grants 
have  been  made  - 

(a)  Standard  Grant  27 

(b)  Improvement  Grant  46 

(c)  Special  Grant  Nil 

Number  of  dwellings  subject  to  grant  - 

(a)  Standard  Grant  21 

(b)  Improvement  Grant  46 

(c)  Special  Grant  Nil 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960 

Number  of  site  licences  20 

Number  of  caravans  permitted  under  such  licences  21 

Nbmber  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  - 

(a)  Sites  27 

(b)  Caravans  32 

lumber  of  contraventions  remedied  4 

Number  of  sites  exempt  from  licence  2 

Number  of  caravans  thereon 
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POOD  PREMISES 
Bakehouses: 

Number  in  the  district  13 

Number  of  inspections  made  13 

Number  of  contraventions  found  7 

Number  of  defects  remedied  6 

Ice  Cream: 

Number  of  manufacturers  on  register  Nil 

Number  of  premises  licenced  for  sale  of  ice  cream  69 

Number  of  inspections  of  premises  made  30 

lumber  of  contraventions  found  3 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  2 

Meat  Products: 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  of 

meat  products  26 

Nbmber  of  inspections  made  9 

Number  of  contraventions  found  2 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  2 

Other  Food  Premises: 

Number  of  other  food  premises  62 

Number  of  inspections  made  32 

Number  of  contraventions  found  5 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  5 

Slaughterhouses : 

Number  licensed  (abbatoir  type)  Nil- 

Number  licensed  (private)  1 

Number  operated  by  the  local  authority  Nil 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Closets 

Number  of  houses  with  privy  vaults 

Number  of  houses  with  pail  closets 

Number  of  houses  with  water-closets 

Number  of  water-closets  substituted  for  pail  closets 
and  privy  vaults 

The  Council  operates  a pail  emptying  service 

Cesspools  and  Septic  Tanks 

Number  of  septic  tanks  abolished 

The  Council  operates  a septic  tank  emptying  service 

Number  of  vehicles  in  use  for  emptying  pail  closets, 
cesspools  and  septic  tanks 


Sewerage  and  sewage  Disposal 

Villages  where  provision  has  been  made  of  new  sewers 
or  where  existing  arrangements  improved: 

Epworth,  Owston  Feriy,  Westwoodside,  Wroot  and  Low 
Burnham  sewerage  schemes  in  progress.  Low  Burnham  and 
Epworth  house  connections  in  progress. 

Details  of  villages  where  provision  has  been  made  of 
new  sewage  disposal  facilities  or  existing  arrangements 
improved: 

Haxey  sewerage  works  extended  to  accommodate  Owston  Ferry 
and  Westwoodside,  New  sewerage  disposal  works  at  Wroot 

Parts  of  the  district  urgently  requiring  public  sewers 
and/or  treatment  works  for  public  health  reasons: 

Althorpe,  Gunthorpe,  Snndtoft  and  Belton  discharge  to 
open  dykes  causing  a Public  Health  nuisance. 


Nil 
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GENERAL 

Offensive  Trades 

Number  of  premises  in  the  district  w-n 

Knackers  Yard 

Number  licensed  Nil 

Office,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Number  of  premises  licensed  10g 

Number  of  inspections  made  42 

Number  of  defects  found  9 

Nhmber  of  defects  remedied  6 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

Number  of  rooms  or  premises  disinfected  - 

(a)  Infectious  disease  other  than  tuberculosis  3 

(b)  Tuberculosis  Nil 

Number  of  premises  subject  to  disinfestation  2 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  i<*.  collected  5,307 

Frequency  of  collection  Weekly 

Type  of  receptacle  used  Bin 

Sacks  on  Council  Estate 

Method  of  disposal  Controlled  Tipping 

Number  cf  tips  2 

Number  of  refuse  collection  vehicles  2 

Estimated  amount  of  refuse  disposed  of  during  the  year  - 


Domestic 

Trade 


3,540  tons 
390  tons 
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Details  of  Nuisances  Abated 


Nuisance 

After  informal 
intimation 

After  statutory 
notice 

Refuse 

35 

- 

Foul  ditches,  ponds 
and  stagnant  water 

17 

— 

Drainage 

32 

- 

Fault ry  and  animals 

6 

- 

Dangerous  Premises 

- 

- 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances 

21 

- 

Total: 

111 

; 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

Number  of  visits  made 
Number  of  nuisances  found 
Number  of  nuisances  abated 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  I960 

Nhmber  of  complaints 
Number  of  nuisances  found 


3 

3 

3 

1 

1 


Number  of  nuisances  abated 


1 


■ k r;  & . 

r 

■ . . 
■ • . " 

• 

' ' • 

, r. 

• 

L *u  ••  U tiiX'LX  t 

-•* 

« 

' 

• 

. 

. ..I  . • - • • 

• ..  

••  ' •• 

" 

. 

'•  . ' T- 


V .. 

" 


N*$/?dr  B&onrljji  'lo  ’Scru/M 


23 


Control  of  Vermin 


Number  of  rodent  operatives  employed 
Number  of  premises  treated: 

(a)  Dwelling-houses 

(b)  Other  premises 

There  are  no  serious  reservoirs  of  rats  in  the  district 

The  service  covers  domestic,  business  and  agricultural, 
premises. 


UNSOUND  FOOD:  Meat 


No  slaughtering  has  taken  place  in  the  district  during  1 971 


OTHSR.  FOODS  CONDEMNED : 


Approximately  7 tons  of  tinned  food  and  1 ton  - 12  cwt. 
of  packet  foods  voluntarily  surrendered 


Method  of  disposal  of  condemned  food:- 

Meat  - Authorised 


1 


4,507 

702 


Processor 


Other  Foods 


Buried  at  Refuse  Tip 
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FACTORIES  ACT.  1961 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  register,  including  10  bakehouses,  is 
122.  During  the  year  126  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises,  which  resulted  in 
nine  offences  against  the  Act  being  remedied.  This  work  has  been  facilitated  by 
the  reader  co-operation  which  has  been  extended  at  all  times  by  Her  Majesty*  s 
Inspector  for  the  district. 

The  following  table  in  the  form  required  by  the  ministry  gives  a 
summary  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Part  1 of  the  Act 

1 . Inspection  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

i Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4 and 
6 are  enforced  by 
local  authorities 

33 

12 

- 

- 

ii  Factories  not  included 
in  i in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
local  authority 

47 

22 

- 

- 

iii  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  local  authority 
(excluding  outworkers)  , 

42 

■ 

19 

9 

- 

TOTAL: 

122 

53 

9 

- 

- ' - 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 

Found 

Remedied 

To 

H.M.I. 

By 

H.M.I. 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

(s.1) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (Sr6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 

(a)  Insufficient 

u 

3 

- 

2 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

5 

4 

- 

1 

- 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Out-Work) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL: 

10 

6 

- 

3 

3.  Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


No  outworkers  were  reported  in  the  district  during  the  year  1 971  . 
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